news
July 2005
Opening The Doors of Opportunity for Arizona’s Children & Families

2006 State Budget
Sustains Funding for
Children and Families
As expected, the budget debate this year was long, intense,
and very polarized. In January, Governor Napolitano
proposed a pragmatic budget that targeted Arizona’s
growing revenues to meet the critical needs of a growing
population. A majority of the state legislature – divided
along party lines -- rejected her proposal and voted for a
budget in March that had flat funding for many children’s
services.
FIRST LEGISLATIVE BUDGET HURT KIDS
AND FAMILIES
The most recent census data shows that Arizona
continues to have the second fastest growing population
of both school-age children and children younger than
five. With this dynamic growth, flat funding would clearly
mean Child Protective Services staff with too many cases
and too few services to protect abused and neglected
children, qualified working parents turned away from
help paying for child care, and juvenile offenders going
without the help they need before they return to our
communities.
The budget passed by the legislature also included new
restrictions on child care subsidies, AHCCCS health
coverage, and school lunches. All of these restrictions
would add bureaucracy, fuel higher administrative costs
for the state, limit the federal funds available for Arizona,
and threaten children’s health and safety.
The Governor quickly vetoed all 16 budget bills, saying
that “ ...the legislature’s budget is balanced on the backs of
Arizona children through per capita reductions in
childcare, child protective services, children’s services,
and juvenile corrections.”

legislature and signed by the Governor avoids major new
restrictions and big steps backwards and provides
moderate spending increases to address both growing
numbers of children and critical needs. To preserve vital
supports for kids and families, this budget restores close to
$50 million in total funds that had been cut in the March
budget.
The budget for 2006 includes:
• Authority for the Department of Economic Security to
spend more federal dollars to provide qualified, lowincome, working parents with help paying for child care.
It is expected that no qualified parents will have to be
turned away next year due to budget shortfalls.
• An additional $30 million in state general funds to
protect abused and neglected children and address the
dramatic growth in the number of children in foster care.
This includes a rate increase for foster and adoptive
parents, services for more families, and additional CPS
staff to reduce caseloads.
• An additional $6.7 million in state general funds to the
Department of Juvenile Corrections to improve
conditions and services for youth. This funding will help
respond to the finding by the U.S. Department of Justice
that Arizona’s juvenile facilities were unsafe and were
violating the rights of youth.
• An additional $21 million in state general funds to
expand state-funded full-day Kindergarten, reaching an
estimated 10,000 more children in 128 schools.
Budget continued on page 5
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I

B E L I E V E

Claire and Jack Simon, my immigrant
parents, worked hard all their lives but
never had much money. They managed
to graduate from public high school. (My
father graduated from Boston English
High--the oldest public high school in
the nation.) My father’s brother, my
Uncle Izzie, went to college on the GI bill
becoming the only college graduate of that generation.
My father was a Boston cabbie and my mother was a
saleswoman at Jordan Marsh Department Store in
downtown Boston.
We couldn’t afford a lot of books at home, but I had a
library card from the Mattapan Public Library from the
time I was five years old and I went to good public schools.
Every single summer in my youngest years, while my
parents worked, I went to a day camp run by the city.
I am a first generation native born American and heir to
Eleanor Roosevelt’s statement that government has only
one purpose--to make life better for all of the people.
The current political and ideological battles in our state
and across the country over whether – not to what extent,
but whether government should have a role in the wellbeing of all of its citizens, both saddens and angers me.
It saddens me because the results of this battle are
corrupting “the American dream.” In the words of the
Wall Street Journal (May 13, 2005), “…despite the
widespread belief that the U.S. remains a more mobile
society than Europe, economists and sociologists say that
in recent decades the typical child starting out in poverty
in continental Europe (or in Canada) has had a better
chance at prosperity.”
And this battle enrages me because of the young lives
unnecessarily lost and damaged because we refuse to
invest sufficient public resources into dramatically
improving our public school system, our early care and
education services, our adoption and foster care
programs, and youth development opportunities.
There has essentially developed two ways to look at the
world; two different stories about the kind of state and
nation we want our kids to inherit.
In the first story, we are obligated only to our own gene
pool, our own kids and families. In the second story we are
connected as members of a community. In the first story
we are all privatized. In the second, we are bound
together.
National Public Radio has begun a series called “This I
Believe” that invites Americans to write about the core
beliefs that guide their lives. The series is based on a 1950s
radio program of the same name hosted by radio pioneer
Edward R. Murrow.
For whatever it’s worth this is what I believe:
I believe that in the richest nation on the face of the
earth every child should have a loving home that meets
her basic needs for health care, food, shelter, safe and
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nurturing child care, and quality education.
I believe that this country was built on the premise that
we the people are stronger when we do something
together and when we share responsibility for “other
people’s children.”
And I believe that we need to encourage people to run
for public office who understand that we have a moral
obligation to each other and a vested interest in the wellbeing of all of our citizens.
With a little help from public investments, my parents
and millions and millions like them were able to provide
their children with the opportunity to live the American
dream. It is up to all of you, readers of the CAA newsletter
who care about kids and families, not to give the dream
away. It belongs to all of us.

Carol Kamin is President/CEO of Children’s Action Alliance.

Going Beyond the Immigration Hype:
Children and Our Shared Destiny

Children’s Action Alliance, Arizona State University, and
the Arizona Interfaith Network brought together
policymakers, community organizations, and citizen
leaders for a luncheon symposium on immigration and
Arizona children June 28 at the Tempe Mission Palms
Hotel.
State policy toward immigrants is a controversial issue in
Arizona. Much of the public debate has focused on
deterring illegal immigration and restricting access to
services for both legal and illegal immigrants. But the
dramatic and long-lasting impact of various policies on
children growing up in Arizona has been largely ignored.
More than nine out of ten young children of
immigrants are U.S. citizens. Their future success as
students, working adults, and contributing citizens will be
shaped by their childhood experiences. State policies,
such as Proposition 200, can have far-reaching effects that
go beyond the legal parameters. The symposium
explored those effects and examined what we can do to
help Arizona children grow up with security, education,
and health care.
Featured speakers included Michael Fix, Vice President
of the Migration Policy Institute; the Honorable Terry
Goddard, Arizona Attorney General; and Raul Yzaguirre,
Presidential Professor of Practice in Community
Development and Civil Rights at Arizona State University.
For more information, contact Kim VanPelt at 602-2660707 or kvanpelt@azchildren.org.

B O A R D

P R O F I L E

Charles Blanchard
Charles Blanchard comes to
the Children's Action Alliance
Board of Directors with an
impressive history of public and
private service. Chuck recently
rejoined Perkins Coie Brown &
Bain after a distinguished career
in government service, which
included serving as a law clerk to
Supreme Court Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor, General Counsel
for the White House Office of
National Drug Control Policy,
and General Counsel of the U.S. Army. Closer to home,
Chuck served two terms in the Arizona Senate in the early
1990s, where he chaired the Judiciary Committee and was
Vice Chairman of the Environment Committee. He was
selected as the top-rated Senator in the 1992 Arizona
Republic survey. In 2003, he served as the Interim Director
of the Arizona Office of Homeland Security.
Chuck was elected to partnership at Brown and Bain in
1995. His practice areas include litigation for high-tech
companies, antitrust counseling, patent litigation, and
government procurement. Chuck has his Masters of
Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School of
Government and his juris doctorate from Harvard Law
School.
As a new member of CAA’s Board, Chuck brings his
talent, experience, and leadership to the policy challenges
facing Arizona’s children and families. Chuck will chair
CAA’s new advisory committee on juvenile justice issues.

I N S I D E

C A A

CAA Welcomes New Staff
Amy Barnes joined CAA as Administrative Assistant in
February. Previously, Amy worked as the volunteer and
data base coordinator with the YWCA of Maricopa
County. As a realtor with Coldwell Banker, she was
recipient of The Best of the Best award for achieving in
the top 15% of sales for agents in the U.S. She has also
worked in commercial insurance and Workers’
Compensation. Amy holds a Bachelor of Business
Administration from the University of Michigan. She
brings great efficiency and personality to her many roles at
CAA.
CAA welcomes Karen McLaughlin as our new Director
of Budget and Research. Karen is an Arizona budget
expert. She worked in the Executive Budget Office from
1985 to 1989 and has held a variety of budget and
financial positions since then in the Department of
Administration, Arizona State University, and the
Department of Economic Security.
A former
undergraduate English major at ASU, Karen brings both
communication and quantitative skills to CAA’s advocacy.
She also earned her masters of public administration at
ASU.

CAA is also pleased to welcome new board
members, John Loredo and Christine
Nowaczyk. Congratulations to David Bodney,
elected to another term as Chairman of the
CAA Board.

CAA Honors Champion for Children
Martha Rothman
Children’s Action Alliance celebrated its 17th birthday by
presenting Tucson community leader Martha Rothman with the 2005
“Champion for Children” award at its Annual Meeting in March.
The “Champion for Children” is awarded to a human services
professional who has reached beyond the boundary of his or her job
to speak out for Arizona’s children and families.
Since arriving in Arizona more than three decades ago, Martha’s
work has centered on creating and delivering quality services to
families throughout central and Southern Arizona, from Tucson to
Nogales and Phoenix to Yuma. In 1970, she founded the Tucson
Association for Child Care – now called Child & Family Resources.
Her leadership brought to life a wide variety of services to strengthen
child care, support teenage mothers and their babies, and reach out to families with children at risk of abuse and neglect.
Martha has used her entrepreneurial spirit, her commitment to justice, and her talent for collaboration to bring
together hundreds of parents and community leaders over the years to open doors of opportunities for children and
families. Although she retired from Child & Family Resources in December 2004, her activities on behalf of children
and families continue unabated.
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Kids Count in Arizona
Border Counties

To learn more, check out a Snapshot of Children on the
Arizona Border in the publications section of
www.azchildren.org.

During the past year, Children’s Action
Alliance participated with the Annie E.
Casey Foundation and organizations in
three other southwest states to examine
particular challenges and opportunities
facing families living in the United States
bordering Mexico. Almost one in four
Arizonans lives in a county that borders Mexico -- Cochise,
Pima, Santa Cruz or Yuma. Although employment
statistics are similar between the border counties and the
rest of the state, families in border counties are poorer
than other Arizonans.
Compared to the rest of Arizona, in the four border
counties:
• Non-Hispanic White children are 37% more likely to
live in poverty
• Median income is 13% lower
• Foreign-born residents are 42% more likely to become
citizens
The data also show that most families living in border
counties have a sound commitment to education for their
children, significant work history, and strong
communities. Arizona can build on these strengths with
support for working families and the 300,000 children
growing up in southern Arizona.

Commitment to Child Care
Children's Action Alliance and the
Beatitudes Age Link Child Care
Center
invited
media
and
community leaders to the child care
center in March to highlight the
need for public investment in quality
child care. Governor Janet
Napolitano toured the impressive
center, talking with children and
teachers. Over one third of the
children at Beatitudes have working
parents who currently earn low
incomes and rely on child care subsidies to help them pay
for this quality early education. The Governor spoke
about the state's role in strengthening early education and
committed her leadership to securing sufficient funds so
that Arizona stops turning qualified parents away from
help with child care.

Join Our E-mail Network!
You can help Children's Action Alliance make a difference in improving the lives of children and their families by
joining our E-mail Alert network. You can also make a tax-deductible donation by completing and returning this form.
Thank you for helping Arizona's children.
o $1,000 Benefactor
o Other $_______

o $500 Patron

o $250 Sustainer

__Please check here if you would like to remain anonymous.

o $100 Supporter

o $50 Friend

__Please check here to join the Alert Network

Name__________________________________________________________________________
Return to:
Home Address __________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________State________ Zip____________
Phone __________________________________ Fax___________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________________________
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Children’s Action Alliance
4001 North Third Street
Suite 160
Phoenix, AZ 85012
You can also donate to CAA
on-line. Visit
www.azchildren.org
and click on “donate now.”

State Budget

continued from page 1

REAL BUDGET INCREASES ARE SMALL
According to the legislative budget office (JLBC),
state general fund appropriations grew 7.4% from
2005 to 2006. Much of that increase is due to moving
from bonding to paying cash for school construction –
a top priority for the majority legislative leadership.
Excluding this shift, the state’s general fund spending
is only growing by 4.0%, slower than the combined rate
of inflation and population, which is about 5.7%.
The Governor and many legislators deserve huge
credit for strengthening the budget. And this was
possible thanks to the voices of thousands of
community leaders, parents, and caring citizens who
rejected a short-sighted budget that left children and
families behind.

Join CAA October 29 to Celebrate Kids
Opening Doors is the theme of CAA’s 2005 Through the
Eyes of A Child annual youth art auction and fund raising
gala. The event will be held Saturday evening, October 29,
at the Doubletree Paradise Valley Resort in Scottsdale.
Dick Silverman, General Manager of the Salt River
Project, is the honorary chairman of this festive event that
celebrates the joy of childhood. The evening will feature a
silent auction of high-quality art contributed by Arizona’s
best school-age artists, and rousing performances from
some of our most talented children and youth.
This year’s celebration will honor Senator Carolyn Allen,
with the Jacque Steiner Public Leadership Award, and Dr.
Stephen Mittenthal, President and CEO of Arizona
Community Foundation, with the Horace Steele Child
Advocacy Award.

For additional information and registration please call
602-266-0707.

Building Better Lives forYouth
Leaving Foster Care
The State of Arizona, through Child Protective
Services, is responsible for finding safe and permanent
homes for children who have been abused or
neglected and can no longer live with their parents.
But if no permanent home is found, young people
leave foster care for life on their own after they turn 18.
In the past year, 482 Arizona youth left foster care
after their 18th birthday.
These youth have
experienced trauma and instability in their young lives;
they had been in foster care for an average of nearly

four years and lived in more than eight different foster
care placements. With their troubled childhood and
no family support network to rely on when problems
arise, these young people are likely to face multiple
crises when they leave foster care. National research
shows that compared to other young adults, youth with
a foster care history are at greater risk of low
educational attainment, homelessness, non-marital
childbearing, joblessness, poverty, physical and mental
illness, committing crimes or becoming victims of
crimes.
In 2003, Children’s Action Alliance published
findings from focus groups and interviews with youth
who had left foster care at age 18 or were preparing to
transition to independence. With generous support
from the Margaret T. Morris Foundation, the J.W.
Kieckhefer Foundation, the Annie E. Casey
Foundation, and the Wallace Foundation, we have
updated information on this issue in a new report,
Transitions: Building Better Lives for Youth Leaving Foster
Care. The report highlights current federal and state
policies and funding and explores the huge challenges
facing transitioning youth.
During the past two years, some initial steps have
been taken by the Department of Economic Security to
improve the transition out of foster care. But many
youth continue to struggle desperately to find jobs and
housing and to pursue their education. The report
recommends ten practical action steps to help youth
navigate a successful transition to adulthood,
including: encouraging youth to remain in foster care
until age 21 to retain financial and other support;
allowing youth to return to foster care (up until age
21) after they have left; increasing the independent
living subsidy rate to give youth more adequate
financial support; and pairing all youth leaving foster
care with an adult mentor.
For more information or a copy of the report, call
Beth Rosenberg at 602-266-0707 or visit the
publications
section
of
our
website
at
www.azchildren.org.
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Donors

The work of Children's Action Alliance is made possible through the
support of hundreds of individuals, organizations, businesses and
foundations. We gratefully acknowledge your contribution toward
sustaining and strengthening the voice for Arizona's children. Listed
below are those who have contributed $35 or more between November 1,
2004, and April 30, 2005. Without you, there would be no voice.
Major Grants
$50,000 +
The Annie E. Casey
Foundation
Arizona Community
Foundation
Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities
The Ford Foundation
Nina Mason Pulliam
Charitable Trust
Pew Charitable Trusts
The Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation
St. Luke's Health
Initiatives

Diane Johnsen and
Roger Broadman
Doug and Mary Jorden
Carol and Alan Kamin
The Lodestar
Foundation
Bruce and Janis Merrill
Susan and Jim Navran
University Physicians,
Inc.

Patron
$500-$999
Arizona Council of
Human Service
Providers
Robert and Gloria
Casillas
Bob and Jane Ganelin
Jaime and Linda
Gutierrez
Doris and Martin
Hoffman Family
Foundation
Doug and Bev Kilgore
Claire B. Kramer
Martin and Linda Latz
LeCroy & Milligan
Associates, Inc.
Dana and Rick Naimark
Christine A. Nowaczyk
Phyllis A. Rozansky
Alice and Richard Snell
Don Snider
Alan Stein and Terry Sue
Holpert
Tucson Electric Power
Company

David Bartlett and Janice
Wezelman
Nadine and Eddie Basha
Connie Basha Vitale
William L. Bombeck
Robert and Mary
Bricker
Ann A. Brown
Honorable Michael J.
Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B.
Bulla
Barbara and Peter
Burkholder
Honorable Hector E.
Campoy
Ami Nagle and Mark
Chaves
Dr. Daniel T Cloud
Eloise and John Clymer
Dr. Peter Cole and
Martha B. Kaplan
Collins Ranch Water
Users Assoc
Dr. Robert Cottor
Dr. Susan Dalby
Raymond D. DelZotto
Janice M. Dinner, Esq
Jennifer Eckstein
Katherine Eckstein
Susan E. Edwards
Marion L. Elliott
Carol Ann Erickson
Kay and Chuck Ekstrom
Jacquelyn and Alfred
Flowers
John and Sandy
Foreman
Lorraine W. Frank
James Foley and
Margaret Tinsley
Helen Gaebler
Wendy Gamble, Ph.D.
Susan and Philip Gerard

Susan and Richard
Goldsmith
Bob and Judy Gottschalk
Karen and J. Kent
Gregory
Dr. Margaret R. Gregory
Michael Hamant and
Lynnell Gardner
Frances S. Hammond
Nora Hannah
Dr. Clifford J Harris, Jr
Bill and Anne Hemelt
Freddy Hershberger
Robin Hoskins
Andy and Sally Hurwitz
Louanne and Douglas
Jewett
George N. Kerrihard
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel
Kessler
Rivko Knox
Ted J Kort
Gabrielle Lawrence,
PhD
Sally and Richard
Lehmann
Albert E. Lovejoy
Gale E. Manke, RN
Stanley J. Marks
Juana B. Mase
Toni and Tom McClory
Elizabeth and Stephen
McNamee
Joan R. Mendelson
Dorothea and William
Merrick
Honorable Rose
Mofford
Roger and Cathie
Nelson
Ann W. Nichols, Ph.D.
Charles Ott
Michael and Cindy
Parseghian

Mike and Alisan Patten
Kathryn and Dean
Petersen
Tara and Anthony Plese
Mary and Walter Reams
Judith and Jacob
Redekop
Linda Huff Redman
Melody and Jaime
Regan
Gary Restaino and
Leezie Kim
Jo Elizabeth Ridenour
Priscilla G. Robinson
Anne C. Ronan
Ferenc and Diane
Rosztoczy
Randi and James
Rummage
Kathy and Bill Sandy
Christine Scarpati
Drs. Helen and John
Schaefer
Murray and Dee Sirkis
Barbara Smith
Dr. Ann Spiegel
Paul and Nan Steiner
Dr. Margaret Stemmler
and Dr. Patrick Liu
Steve Stilwell
Dr. Elizabeth B.
Swadener
Jerome and Selma
Targovnik
Richard T. Tracy, Sr.
Clague and Marjorie
Van Slyke
Judy Walruff, Ph.D.
James P. Walsh
Richard E. Watt
Susan Wilkins and D.J.
Hopwood
Barry and Barbara
Zemel

Michele R. Brown
Nellie Campbell
Carolyn Ann Cooper
George and Marjorie
Cunningham
Gus and Tami Diamond
Bob and Linda Donofrio
La Vonne Douville
E. Anne Eddowes, Ph.D.
Laura Eisner
Deborah A. Esquer
Betty Feinberg
Margaret and Tony
Gabaldon
Richard and Carol
Geasland
Dr. Gary Grove
Terrence M. Hanson
Mark and Ellen
Harrison
Joe and Laura Hauer
Barbara Herber
Vernon L Higginbotham
Penelope Jacks and
Terrence Connolly
Dr. Mark Johnson and
Dr. Sue Barden Johnson
Jennie R Jordan
Susan Kettlewell
Philip and Amy Jean
Knorr
James Kritcher
Marc and Sherry Lato
Nancy H. Marshall
Paul Martodam
Helen Mautner
John N. McDonald
Mary and David McKell
Martha Munoz
Elizabeth A. Nelson
Shirley Odegaard
Susan and Benjamin
Odom
Valerie Roberson
Barbara Robey
Honorable Emmett
Ronan

Wendy and Jonathan
Rose
Richard and Joanna
Rounds
Hildy Saizow
Martin and Roberta
Scharf
Kathryn J. Schwarz
Diane and Ken Scott
Francine and Morton
Shafton
Lynne T. Sisson
Ms. Gretchen H
Sorenson
M. Jeanine Starrett
Helen and Darryl Stern
Janet S. Story
Dr. Betty J. Tatro
Bert and Micki
Thomsen
Honorable Jay
Tibshraeny
Carol Trudgen
Holly K. Wake
Susan L. Watchman
Honorable Nanette M.
Warner
Gayle and Jay Weiss
Nancy C Whitney
Karen M. Willett
Brenda Young and
Norris Nordvold

thank
you

Major Donors & Grants
$10,000.00 - $50,000

Blue Cross Blue Shield
of AZ
Bill and Deb Carstens
Larry and Ellen Katz
Stardust Foundation,
Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank

Benefactor
$1,000-$9,999

John and Bonnie
Bouma
Dennis Burke
Catholic Healthcare
West
Communications
Consortium Media
Center
Diamond Foundation
Diane and John Eckstein
Flo and Paul Eckstein
The Flinn Foundation
Christine K. Gonzalez
Jim Gordon and
Norma Kafer

Sustainer
$100-$499

Daniel and Cherie
Adelman
Frank M. Barrios

Donation Links Children to
Health Insurance

Has it helped? This is the primary criteria that Bill and
Debbie Carstens apply to the multiple children’s
education projects they support. The Carstens, noted
philanthropists in the Telluride, Colorado area, moved to
Phoenix about five years ago. Since making their home in
Arizona, the Carstens have dedicated time and money to
promote and support partnerships to raise student
achievement and ensure success in school and in life for
Arizona’s children. From Prescott to the inner city of
Phoenix, new approaches to learning are being
implemented and evaluated through grants provided by
the Carstens.
Access to health care is one of the key building blocks
that allow children to focus on learning. The Carstens
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Supporter
$50-$99

Rhian Evans Allvin
Laura and John
Almquist
Louraine C. Arkfeld
Anna L. Arnold
Tracy Barney
Philip C Barry, Ph.D.
Ms. Catherine Brophy
McGee

Friend
$35-$49

C. H. P.
Dorothy N. Cohen
Donna Kolberg
Dr. Joan H. Kurtz
Belva Lackey
William and Ellen
Leibow
Filippo Lovalente
Linda and Stephen
Marion
Nancy Mendoza
Mickey and Nona Siegel
Naomi M. Swickle
Bernice Wetmore

have made a generous $10,000 donation to Children’s
Action Alliance to support a pilot project in the Murphy
School district that links children who qualify for the
school lunch program to KidsCare health insurance. The
pilot is already underway. If it is successful, it will be
replicated in other low-income school districts
throughout the state.




CAA salutes Bill and Debbie and is pleased to be
working in partnership with them to change the lives and
life chances of Arizona’s children.





Special thanks to Dan Santy, Santy Advertising for the
generous donation of time and talent in designing CAA’s
new brochure.





Jury Trials for Terminating
Parental Rights: No Benefit to
Abused and Neglected Children
In a special legislative session in the fall of 2003, Arizona
lawmakers passed reforms and funding to better protect
children from abuse and neglect and to do a better job
finding them safe and permanent homes. But one of the
reforms is straining the system and delaying permanency
for children.
Beginning in December 2003, parents who are
contesting termination of their parental rights can request
a trial by jury, rather than a trial by a judge (called a bench
trial). This option expires December 31, 2006 unless the
law is reauthorized by the state legislature.
Children’s Action Alliance examined the first-year
impact on abused and neglected children. With support
from Fostering Results, a national nonpartisan project to
raise awareness of issues facing children in foster care, we
reviewed information about jury trials requested and held
between December 2003 and December 2004. We also
interviewed professionals involved with jury trials,
including judges, Assistant Attorneys General, attorneys
representing parents and children, and CPS case
managers.
Based on the first year experience, we urge the Arizona
legislature to allow the jury trial provision to sunset.
There is consensus in the four counties with completed
jury trials that jury trials cost more than bench trials.
Because the legislature did not appropriate funds to
implement the jury trials, these increased costs are
detracting from court operations for other children.

Because of the special requirements of jury trials –
involving witnesses and jurors -- they are taking priority
over other cases. They add a significant workload for
attorneys and CPS staff and leave less time for other
abused and neglected children.
Only 13% of requests for jury trials resulted in a
completed trial. In the vast majority of cases, parents
relinquished their parental rights, withdrew their request
for a jury trial, or failed to appear in court when needed.
Even when the jury trial is not completed, however, the
fact that it is requested triggers special preparation that
requires significant time and resources.
Bench trials for termination of parental rights are held
before juvenile court judges who have been monitoring
each case from its beginning. There is no evidence that a
jury trial improves fairness or benefits children. But based
on this review, it is clear that jury trials impose
unaffordable costs on a system that is already struggling to
protect abused and neglected children.
For more information, please see our report,
Terminating Parental Rights by Jury Trial in Arizona: A First
Year Look, in the publications section of our website, at
www.azchildren.org, or call 602-266-0707.

“No”Vote on TABOR Good for Kids and Families
Arizona’s policymakers again rejected Colorado’s formula for failure – the so-called Taxpayer Bill of Rights. This
proposal would write a permanent formula into the state constitution with a maximum limit on state revenues. Such a
mathematical formula would handcuff state policymakers and prevent them from making the annual tough budget
decisions they are elected to make. In February 2003, Governing Magazine said that this policy “has crippled Colorado’s
representative government when it comes to fiscal issues.”
Since adopting this ill-conceived measure, Colorado has cut investments for education, public health, safety, and other
services. Per pupil K-12 spending has fallen 11% and, as a percentage of personal income, investment in higher
education is down 55%. TABOR is a bad idea that Arizona children cannot afford. It would prevent us from climbing
up from the bottom of the nation in K-12 spending per student, class size, children without health insurance, and low
quality early education.
In the 2005 legislative session, this proposal never came to a vote in the full Senate. It was defeated in the House by a
vote of 22 ayes and 35 nays. Special thanks to the representatives who voted NO so that Arizona can budget for the
future:
Amanda Aguirre
Manuel V. Alvarez
David T. Bradley
Jack A. Brown
Jennifer J. Burns
Meg Burton Cahill
Olivia Cajero Bedford
Cheryl Chase

Ted Downing
Steve Gallardo
Martha Garcia
Pete Hershberger
Steve Huffman
Russell L. Jones
Ann Kirkpatrick
Laura Knaperek

Bill Konopnicki
Leah Landrum Taylor
Phil Lopes
Linda Lopez
David M. Lujan
Lucy Mason
Marian A. McClure
John McComish

Debbie McCune Davis Pete Rios
Nancy G. McLain
Kyrsten Sinema
Robert Meza
Albert Tom
Ben R. Miranda
Tom O'Halleran
Jonathan Paton
Tom Prezelski
Michele Reagan
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Publications Available From
Children’s Action Alliance

NEW! Compensation and Credentials: A Survey of
Arizona’s Early Education Workforce – describes the
wages, benefits, and education levels of early childhood
teachers and makes recommendations to strengthen the
workforce and the education of young children.
NEW! Terminating Parental Rights by Jury Trial in
Arizona: A First Year Look – examines the
consequences of the new legislation giving parents the
option to request a jury trial (rather than a trial by a
judge) when children have been neglected or abused.

CAA Board of Directors
David Bodney, Chairman
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP

Laura Almquist
Community Leader

David Bartlett
Community Leader

Chuck Blanchard
Perkins Coie Brown & Bain, P.A.

Fred DuVal
DuVal and Associates

Kay Ekstrom
Christian Family Care Agency

UPDATED! Transitions: Building Better Lives for
Youth Leaving Foster Care – examines the dramatic
challenges facing abused and neglected youth on their
own at age 18 and recommends action steps to give
them a solid transition to adulthood.

Armando Flores
Arizona Public Service Co.

Bruce Merrill, Ph.D.
Arizona State University

Susan H. Navran
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona

Christine Nowaczyk
Bank One

Steve Roman
Hamilton, Gullett, Davis & Roman

Brenda Sperduti
Sperduti NetWorks

Carolyn Warner
Corporate/Education Consulting, Inc.

Carol Kamin, Ph.D.
President/CEO

Sybil Francis, Ph.D.
Center for the Future of Arizona

Jaime P. Gutierrez
University of Arizona

2006 Budget Guide: Getting to a State Budget that
Values Children and Families – includes ten key
questions and answers about Arizona’s state budget
and what it means for children and families.
Ready or Not – Here They Come! What Arizona
Kindergarten Teachers Say About Preparing Children
for School – highlights from a 2003 survey of 300
Kindergarten teachers about improving school
readiness.

Nora Hannah
Landiscor Aerial Information

David Howell
Wells Fargo

Diane Johnsen
Osborn Maledon

Martin E. Latz
Latz Negotiation Institute

John Loredo
Community Leader

Healthcare Programs for Arizona’s Uninsured –
resource manual with easy-to-use index to low-cost
health insurance and health services available to adults
and children.

Steven W. Lynn
Tucson Electric Power Co.

Arizona Juvenile Courts: Working to Improve
Outcomes for Abused and Neglected Children –
describes the role of the juvenile court in protecting
children and highlights past, present, and future
challenges.
KIDS COUNT 2005 Data Book – ranks Arizona
compared to other states on ten indicators of
conditions for children.
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