Child Care Waiting List

Who
@ income eligible

families- ex. a
) single mom with
l' one child making

less than $35,000
a year.

Volume

. the waiting
.. DES updates their
)

There are over
5,000 children on
list.

website weekly-
(des.az.gov)

Child Care Assistance- Federal

The Child Care &
Development Block
Grant (CCDBG) is the
primary federal grant
program that allows
states to provide child
care assistance to
low-income  working
families with children.

)

In Arizona, 31% of
children age six

and under are
income-eligible
for child care

assistance based
on federal rules on
average each
month.

Child Care Assistance- State

Before the recession,
Arizona allocated $85
million in state General
Fund dollars to child
care assistance.

By 2010, more than 70% of
the state contribution was
removed, and the General
Fund appropriation was $24

million.
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By 201, state funding for
child care was removed. First
Things First stepped in to
fulfill the state matching
requirements or risk losing
federal funding. A waiting list
was implemented for child
care assistance.

2011

Pandemic

Solution

Sustainable state
investment.

Parents cannot
work if they do
not have child

However, 88% of
income-eligible
children are left with
no access to child
care assistance due
to insufficient state
funding.

Economic Impact

The estimated
economic
impact of child
care challenges
is $4.7B.

@ Eligible and receiving assistance

@ Eligible and not receiving assistance

In 2024, Governor Hobbs and the

Legislature

appropriated  $12

million for child care, but that was
less than the $100 million needed
due to the end of the pandemic
era funding. As a result, a waiting
list was reinstated in August 2024.

era funding was

dispersed, which included funding
for stabilization grants to child care
providers and making child care

more affordable for families.

Governor Hobbs included
$112.4 million in her FY26
Executive Budget Proposal.
The appropriation _is _only
expected to alleviate half of
the waiting list.

Questions?

Contact Kyrstyn Paulat, Director of Early Learning and Education, kpaulat@azchildren.org_




